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embrace the proffered means of Its gratification, or that the Instruments of
your power should avail themselves of their authority, and proceed even to
extortion in those cases where simple corruption could not keep pace with then-
rapacity. Examples of this sort, set by superiors, could not fail of being follow-
ed in a proportionate degree by inferiours. The evil was contagious, and spread
among the civil and military, down to the writer, the ensign, and the free
merchant.
3,    The large sums of money acquired by donation, besides the means 1
have already mentioned, were so publickly known and vindicated, that every
one thought he had a right to enrich himself, at all events, with as much
expedition as possible.   The monopoly of salt, betle, tobacco, &c. was another
fund of Immense profits to the Company's servants, and likewise to such others
as they permitted to enjoy a share, while "not a rupee of advantage accrued to
the government and very little to the Company, from that trade.   Before I had
discovered these various sources of wealth, I was under great astonishment to
find individuals so suddenly enriched, that there was scarce a gentleman in the
settlement who had not fixed upon a very short period for his return to England
with affluence.   From hence arose that forward spirit of Independancy which
In a manner set all your orders at defiance, and dictated a total contempt of
them as often as obedience was found incompatible with private Interest.   At
the time of my arrival, I saw nothing that bore the form or appearance of
Government   The authority and pre-eminence of the Governor, were levelled
with those of the Councillors; every Councillor was as much a Governor as he
who bore the name, and distinction of rank, as I have already observed, was
no longer to be found in the whole settlement.   Notwithstanding a special
order from the Court of Directors, founded on very wise and very evident
reasons, that ail correspondence with the country powers should be carried on
solely in the Governor's name, I found, that our whole correspondence with the
Great Mogul, the subahs, nabobs and rajahs, had been of late carried on by
and in the name of the whole Board, and that every sen'ant and free merchant
corresponded with whom they pleased.
4.    Your orders for the execution of the covenants were positive, and ex-
pressly mentioned to be the resolution of a General Court of Proprietors: your
servants at Bengal, however, absolutely determined to reject them, and had
not the Select Committee resolved that the example should be first set by the
Council, or a suspension from your service take place, It is certain they would
have remained unexecuted to this hour.   You will not I Imagine, be much
surprised at this breach of duty, if you look over the General Letters, where you
cannot avoid seeing how many are annually committed, and how fast every-
thing was tending to a contempt of your authority.   From a short survey of
the late transactions, I was convinced, that no other remedy was left, than an
immediate and vigorous exertion of the powers with which the Committee were
Invested.   Happy, in my opinion was It for the Company, that such powers
were granted; for that the settlement, so  conducted, could have subsisted
another twelvemonth, appears to me an Impossibility.   A great part of the
revenues of the country amounting to near four millions sterling per annum
would have been divided among your servants, and the acquisition of fortunes
being so sudden, a few months must have brought writers into Council.   Senio-
rity must have been admitted as a just claim to a seat at the Board, without